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An alien applying for naturalization must establish, among other things,
that he has good moral character. An alien does not have good moral character if
he has been convicted of certain types of offenses or has engaged in certain types
of conduct. Knowingly engaging in alien smuggling is a type of conduct that would
prevent an alien from establishing good moral character. A conviction is not
necessary.
Client was briefly detained at the port of entry more than 20 years ago
because one of the passengers in the car she was driving to the U.S. was
undocumented. Client and her other passengers were unaware of the
undocumented status of this person. After investigation, immigration authorities
released Client. No charges were filed against her but her FBI records later
showed that she was arrested for alien smuggling.
In 2012, she filed an N-400 application. She wanted us to help her address
the possible issue of alien smuggling during her N-400 interview. We thoroughly
prepared Client. At the interview, she explained the circumstances surrounding
the incident. We were able to persuade the USCIS officer that Client had good
moral character. USCIS approved the N-400.
Please see the attachment(s) in the next page(s).
USCIS approved the N-400 application. Client is now a U.S. Citizen.
Disclaimer: This material is not intended to provide legal advice on any specific concern that the reader may have. The
successful outcome of the case described above does not in any way guarantee a similar outcome in any specific legal matter
concerning the reader. The reader should seek the advice of any counsel if he or she has a specific immigration problem.
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